














MICHAEL COLLINS NEWS

38

Unaccustomed as I am to public speaking… 
Oscar Wilde once wrote ‘It is tragic how few 
people ever possess their souls before they die.’ 
‘Nothing is more rare, in any man’ says Emerson 
‘than an act of his own.’ Michael Collins was 
most defi nitely one of those few. From his early 
days as a boy here in Clonakilty, until the day 
he died, he was always his own man. In these 
days of corporate shenanigans, where the 
‘buck’ is continuously being passed; in Collins’ 
day, the ‘buck’ seemed to stop with him. He is 
my hero. He still inspires me. Two years ago, I 
was recovering from a near fatal motorbike 
accident. Lying in a New York hospital bed, I’d 
often ask myself ‘what would Mick do?’ The 
answer was always the same. ‘You were told 
to do one hour of physical therapy!! You will 
do two, and be thankful for it!!’ Forgive me, I’m 
an actor: I had to do something! It worked, and 
because of Dr Michael Collins, I am able to stand 
before you today. I want to congratulate all of 
you who worked so hard to make this Michael 
Collins Celebration Week such a success. If my 

presence here in any way helps to keep alive 
his memory, then I am doubly honoured. To 
the National Michael Collins Memorial Project 
Team: Thank you! Thank you all! 

Th is speech was delivered by actor Liam Neeson, on the 
occasion of the unveiling of the Michael Collins Statue at 
Emmet Square, Clonakilty on 22nd August 2002.
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• Fantastic customer service 
•  Locally sourced ingredients of 

the highest quality

•  Comfortable and modern 
surroundings for you to enjoy

LIAM NEESON August 22nd 2002. 
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Major General Sean Collins Powell, nephew of Michael 
Collins speaking at the unveiling of the Michael Collins 
Memorial at Sam’s Cross at Easter 1965. To the left of the 
podium is Jim O’Keeff e, Chairman of the committee,
Tom Barry who unveiled the Sams Cross Monument.
Mons. Barrett, between the railings sits Tom Hales.
Also pictured Hannie Collins, sister of Michael Collins,
Nancy Collins and Michael White.

Michael Collins became famous during the War of 
Independence riding a bicycle around Dublin organising 
the war against the British. Th is photo of Michael Collins 
was taken in April 1922 at the Pierce Bicycle Factory in 
co. Wexford. He is posing with one of their new bicycles. 
Th e bracket for the lamp in front is a big P which was the 
symbol of the Pierce bicycle.

Birthplace of Michael Collins, Woodfi eld. Watercolour painting by Véronique Crombé
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AROUND 
CLONAKILTY

WE TAKE 
OUR HISTORY 

SERIOUSLY
•  West Cork Regional 

Museum, Western Road.

•  Michael Collins 
Birthplace, Woodfi eld.

•  West Cork Model 
Railway Village.

•  Michael Collins Centre, 
Castleview.

•  Michael Collins House 
Museum, Emmet Square.

Mary Jane Irwin, Wife 
of

O’Donovan Rossa. 

Tim Hurley,
Mill Siege,

Castleview, 1886.

Famine Scene in 
Clonakilty

Sir Richard Boyle, 
Founder of

Clonakilty, 1613.

William Ford
Father of Henry Ford, 
born in Ballinascarthy

Margaret Field, Great 
Grandmother of J.F.K, 
born near Clonakilty

Lord Carbery,
Aviation Pioneer.

Tadhg An Asna,
1798 leader.

Timothy Deasy,
US Civil War

Veteran and Fenian.

Timothy Warren Anglin, 
Speaker, Canadian
House of Commons.

Alfred Elmore, 
Artist.

Liam Neeson in 
Clonakilty, 2002

William Bence 
Jones, Landlord 

during Land war, 
1880


